
Leadership Matters 

Announcement 

Please Note:  

You can find more  

information on our department website: 

www.sisd.net/academicservices 

February  

2018  

Edition 

Spring  

Professional Development 

Calendar 

What Are Your Teaching Fundamentals? 

Making a list of the essential ingredients of your teaching practice is a great 

way to hone your craft. 

 

 

 

 

 

What are your fundamentals of teaching? I asked myself this daunting question when I took 

over a college course on the foundations of education. The syllabus required that I address 

the history of our current school system, debates over reform, standards and testing, teacher 

preparation, and more. 

I also wanted to highlight for my students the essential ingredients that had enabled me to 

have success in my teaching. For that, I needed a list 

To finish reading the article click on the following link:  

https://www.edutopia.org/article/what-are-your-teaching-fundamentals 

By Suzanne Farrell Smith 

January 31, 2018  

https://www.sisd.net/Page/29453
https://livesisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/iorteg06_sisd_net/EUBLUFViVtZDpzARAX5mTy8BfnWfXmE9Ti2uGA0dVXXN3g?e=e6oo5MC:/Users/iorteg06/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://livesisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/iorteg06_sisd_net/EUBLUFViVtZDpzARAX5mTy8BfnWfXmE9Ti2uGA0dVXXN3g?e=e6oo5MC:/Users/iorteg06/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://livesisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/iorteg06_sisd_net/EUBLUFViVtZDpzARAX5mTy8BfnWfXmE9Ti2uGA0dVXXN3g?e=e6oo5MC:/Users/iorteg06/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.edutopia.org/article/what-are-your-teaching-fundamentals
https://www.edutopia.org/article/what-are-your-teaching-fundamentals
https://www.edutopia.org/profile/suzanne-farrell-smith


Page 2 Now Trending in Academics 

Tech News 
Academic Technology Student Showcase 

As we approach our first annual Student Academic Technology Showcase on  

February 22nd from 4:30- 7:30 p.m. at the District Service Center, please be aware of the 

submission guidelines below.  

Additional information will be disseminated through the Technology Advisory  

Committee member at each campus. 

 

 
 

With everyone’s participation, we look forward to a dynamic student showcase! 

 

 

Broadcast Competition  App Challenge   Showcase Submissions  

 

1 submission 

per campus 

 

20 Total Slots 

Available Due to Time  

Constraints 

Elementary 

2 submissions per campus 

  

Secondary 

3 submissions per campus 

A maximum of 5  

students from Broadcasting 

Team CAN attend day of 

showcase. 

 

A maximum of 2  

students for App competition. 

 

A maximum of 2 students 

per submission. 

 

 

Broadcasts files must 

be submitted to campus  

Instructional Technologist by 

February 9th at 5:00 p.m. 

for Judging 

 

 

Participants will present to a 

distinguished panel of judges 

during their assigned time the 

day of the competition 

TAC Representatives will drop off exhibit 

boards & additional props 

February 21, 2018 at the DSC 

1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

  

Electronic devices will NOT be available for 

presentation purposes; TAC  

representatives will be responsible for  

bringing electronic devices the day of the 

event. 

 

Winners will be announced at 

the end of showcase  

February 22, 2018 

 

Winners will be announced at 

the end of showcase  

February 22, 2018 

 

Participants will present to parents,  

teachers, community and board  

members during showcase. 
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Tech News (Cont.) 

Digitally Nurturing Academics Conference 

Department of Technology Services will be hosting 

our annual DNA Conference this July. 

All SISD Teachers (2800+) will be in attendance! 

Presenter proposal forms will be sent out in February.  

Date: July 25, 2018  

Time: 8:00 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

Location: Eastlake High School 

Digital Parent Support 

The digital world we live in is continuously expanding with an abundance of information shared online.   

Parents play a vital role in supporting and guiding our students at home.   Where does one look for tips and 

guidance for parents?   

Common Sense Media is a reliable website that shares resources about an array of media through reviews, 

ratings and ways to teach kids and families about our digital world.  Common Sense Media has a specific 

section for parents to have access to articles and recommendations on various topics, such as: 

 What should I do if my kid is bullied online? 

 How much screen time is OK for my kid(s)? 

 How can I use media to teach my kid empathy? 

You can share this information with your parents by directing them to 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/parent-concerns   

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/parent-concerns
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Early Childhood News 

 This Month in Early Childhood 

 

 

 All MOY testing for grades Pre-Kindergarten – 1st grade is finished.  Please look out for 

District Reports for Istation, MOY Math and Circle Progress Monitoring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All resources available to you should drive your instruction after looking at data. 

 

Please Note: 

Students at this age will be approaching mastery.  

What we are looking for is progress until the end of the year. 

 

 

Have a wonderful Valentine’s Day  

with your little ones!!! 

 

Elizabeth Marquez 

Instructional Officer, Early Childhood 
 

 

 Make sure to use this information to help you understand 

where your students are when it comes to knowledge 

and use it purposefully and effectively to help your  

      student’s succeed. 



ELAR News 
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Writing Crunch Time 
This year we have a bit more time to better prepare our students for that fabulous day. Although we have 

more time, the writing assessment is still first.  As I talk to many of you I see that you are really honing in on 

writing in 4th grade. Please remember to use the Write on the Mark power point to help you prepare. If you 

haven’t looked at it, please do so now. You can find it in the Teams 4th Grade Writing folder.  Additionally, 

you can find great resources to help add that special something to student’s compositions. Now is also a 

good time to use the STAARs and Stripes strategy with kids them slowly wean them off of it. If you have trou-

ble finding either of those power points and resources please give me a call or send me an email. It is now 

time to show all the wonderful teaching that has happened in the classroom. Without a shadow of a doubt 

I know that our teachers have prepared our students, not only to perform well on an assessment, but also 

fostered long-term cognitive skills that will help them be successful in the future.  But if you are still feeling 

anxious and feel like you could you use differentiation materials, do not fret! The following are some re-

sources to help you with our most common areas of need: 

 

http://www.risd.k12.nm.us/assessment_evaluation/ImprovSBAscores/SBA%20Reading/5th%20Grade/

Inference.pdf 

http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G4-5/45CPartThree.pdf 

https://virtualinquiry.wikispaces.com/file/view/Inferences+grade+5.pdf 

http://lcps.k12.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Summary-of-Fiction-Non-fiction-Text-Bilingual.pdf 

http://www.abss.k12.nc.us/cms/lib02/NC01001905/Centricity/Domain/93/

ReadytoUseNonFictionGraphicOrganizerswit.pdf 

Secondary ELAR 

Find the Link: Teaching Paired Texts 

ELAR Teachers will learn a strategy for teaching paired 

texts 

Date: February 15, 2018 

Time: 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Location: DSC -  Room A 

 

Literary Anthology Coordinator Meeting 

Literary Anthology Coordinators will be reminded about 

upcoming dates and events for the anthology.  

Date: February 21, 2018 

Time: 4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC -  Project Room 

 

ELAR Test Prep Fun! 

Teachers will learn strategies on making STAAR reading 

test prep fun for students. 

Date: February 24, 2018 

Time:  8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

Location: DSC -  Room A 

Elementary ELAR 

 4th Grade Writing Content Advisory Committee 

Date: February 22, 2018 

Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC -  IS Lab 

 

5th Grade ELAR/SS Content Advisory Committee 

Date: February 27, 2018 

Time: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC -  Room B 

 

4th Grade ELAR/SS Content Advisory Committee 

Date: February 28, 2018 

Time:  8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Location: DSC -  Room B 

http://www.risd.k12.nm.us/assessment_evaluation/ImprovSBAscores/SBA%20Reading/5th%20Grade/Inference.pdf
http://www.risd.k12.nm.us/assessment_evaluation/ImprovSBAscores/SBA%20Reading/5th%20Grade/Inference.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G4-5/45CPartThree.pdf
https://virtualinquiry.wikispaces.com/file/view/Inferences+grade+5.pdf
http://lcps.k12.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Summary-of-Fiction-Non-fiction-Text-Bilingual.pdf
http://www.abss.k12.nc.us/cms/lib02/NC01001905/Centricity/Domain/93/ReadytoUseNonFictionGraphicOrganizerswit.pdf
http://www.abss.k12.nc.us/cms/lib02/NC01001905/Centricity/Domain/93/ReadytoUseNonFictionGraphicOrganizerswit.pdf
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Math News 

Elementary & Secondary Math 

Learning centers are an amazing way to get your students to take a more active role in their learning. If 

designed effectively, math centers can provide much-needed review, practice, and enrichment for 

students that is differentiated to meet students' needs and interests. Here are just some of the benefits: 

 
Increased student motivation.   Students who have a choice of learning activities feel empowered and 

tend to show much more interest and persistence in completing work. I am often amazed by how 

much center work gets completed in my classes. When kids are assigning themselves work and having 

fun doing so, that's a pretty exciting thing to see. 

Meaningful learning opportunities.  Students are working on skills they genuinely need to practice or 

that they are personally interested in exploring further. This is provided that your center activities target 

students' real learning needs, which requires a degree of planning on your part, as well as an  

understanding of your students' strengths and weaknesses, instructional levels, and your curriculum.  

Learning centers foster independence.  Because students are working at their own pace on a variety of 

activities, students have little choice but to work somewhat independently. Although some centers 

may be completed with a partner and I do circulate and assist students, there tends to be a little less 

teacher involvement with center work. Also, because students are choosing their own activities, it  

forces them to make decisions about which activities provide the right skills and offer the appropriate 

level of challenge for their particular learning needs. 

Learning centers improve classroom management.  Once your centers are in place, your students will 

have no reason to get into mischief. Early finishers will have the freedom to move on to another activity 

that interests them, instead of sitting around talking and passing notes. Also, motivated students tend to 

behave better in general. 

Learning centers improve time management. Not only do students have less down time, but they 

sometimes work harder to get their regular assignments done so that they can move on to a center 

activity.  

Learning centers challenge advanced students. You can tailor your centers to challenge even your 

most gifted students. You will be far less likely to have to sit in a parent conference and hear that a  

student is "bored" in your class because they aren't being challenged. 

Center activities can be fun! Although we strive to make learning fun all day, the activities in centers 

tend to have a slightly greater "fun" factor than my average classroom assignment. Meaningful,  

challenging games and puzzles are a staple of any successful center, and kids truly enjoy the freedom 

and choice that centers provide.  

http://mathcenterideas.blogspot.com/2011/01/why-use-centers-in-math.html 

 
 

 Upcoming dates: 

  February 3rd – MS DNA training 

  February 7th – TSI Collaborative 

  February 17th –MSL4ELL  

http://mathcenterideas.blogspot.com/2011/01/why-use-centers-in-math.html


Science News  
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We are pleased to introduce SISD’s new Instructional Officer for Secondary Science, Frank McDonald!   

Mr. McMcDonald is coming from John Drugan, where he spent the past eleven years as a 7th and 8th 

grade science teacher and most recently serving as a SCEI Coach.  He looks forward to experiencing all 

the excellent instruction that our District's campuses have to offer, and willing to help in any way he can.  

Mr. McDonald can be contacted at fmcdon@sisd.net or 915-937-1667. 

 

STEMscopes ReTEKS has been renewed for 5th, 8th and Biology. ReTEKS is a one-year license that targets 

Science STAAR/EOC preparation program that addresses all Readiness and Supporting TEKS. ReTEKS  

lessons may be used for reteaching, tutoring, intersession, and Saturday 

camps. 

Login information: 

https://n11089d41294.acceleratelearning.com/login 

User ID: SISD username  

User Password: First name initial, last name initial (both capitalized) and last 4 digits of employee number 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need additional information, please contact Frank McDonald 

(fmcdon@sisd.net) or  

Stephanie Carrasco (ycarra@sisd.net) for secondary science questions. 

LOGIN EXAMPLE:ReTEKS LOGIN EXAMPLE: 

Employee name:JohnDoe   Username:jdoe 

Employee e-mail:jdoe@sisd.net Password:JD3456 

Employee number:123456 

HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE FAIR 

Date: February 3, 2018 

Location: Pebble Hills High School 

Scheduled grade level judging: 

 9th/10th Grade Students – Judging starts @8:30 a.m. 

 11th/12th Grade Students – Judging starts @10:30 a.m. 

 3:45 p.m. Finalist Postings and Project Pickup 

 5:00 p.m. Awards Ceremony in the Gymnasium  

  at Pebble Hills HS. 

Secondary Science Content Advisory 

Committee Dates: 

Biology  - February 13th  

Chemistry and Physics - February 15th  

6th Grade - February 27th  

7th Grade - February 28th  

8th Grade - March 1st  

mailto:fmcdon@sisd.net
https://n11089d41294.acceleratelearning.com/login
mailto:fmcdon@sisd.net
mailto:ycarra@sisd.net
mailto:jdoe@sisd.net


Social Studies News  
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SISD Social Studies (K-12th) 

Curriculum/ 

Current Events 

Corner 

Keep our SISD Students connected to real world social issues:  

https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/ 

FREE 

RESOURCE 
http://teachingtexas.org/ 

Teachingtexas.org is a “meta” site with a plethora of resources 

for teaching Texas History, which is the responsibility of our 4th 

and 7th grade teachers. 

  

The site includes primary sources, interactive websites and 

apps, audio-visual resources, books, and many other re-

sources. The site is a collaborative effort headed by the Texas 

State Historical Association, created with the help of a grant 

from Humanities Texas, a state partner of the  

National Endowment for the Humanities. 

2017-2018 In addition to the information uploaded into Eduphoria, we have 

posted our CAC information in TEAMS. If you would like to be added 

to any of the social studies Teams, please email us. 

  

Content Advisory 

Committee 

Meetings &  

Professional  

Development 

Opportunities 

  
January 30th - 7th Grade & World History CAC 

  

February 17th- AP Social Studies Collaborative meeting with Shawn 

Warswick, with a focus on review strategies for AP social studies  

exams. 

Contact Us   

Dr. Kim Baxter (Middle & High School) kbaxte@sisd.net 

Michelle Trujillo (Middle School & Elementary) mandha@sisd.net 

  

http://teachingtexas.org/
mailto:kbaxte@sisd.net
mailto:mandha@sisd.net
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Advanced Academics 

Early College and Dual Credit 

Here is an interesting article from NPR's Weekend Marketplace on dual enrollment and its economic impact: 

College Credit in high school is all the rage, but what's the payoff?   

Instructor Initiated Withdrawal form: January 30th – April 6th 

Student Initiated Drop: January 30th – April 11th 

Dual Credit/ECHS Advisory Meeting: February 21st from 3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Gifted and Talented 

Upcoming Dates  

February 1-9, 2018 – CogAT Testing Window 

February 3, 2018 – Identification and Assessment of Gifted Learners 

February 8, 2018 – GT Coordinators Skype Meeting 

February 15-23, 2018 – IOWA Testing Window 

February 17, 2018 – Nature and Needs of GT Students 

Counselors and Administrators please make sure that you complete your 6-hour Core Course for  

Understanding Giftedness on TAGT OnDemand.  

Analyzing Differentiation in the Classroom Article: The use of a classroom observation tool to monitor 

differentiation strategies is described, and relevant research findings using the form are reported. The 

advantages for using this approach to document differentiation are discussed as are the reasons 

teachers may question its intent. Applications for practice include its use as a self-assessment tool to 

guide teaching improvement in differentiation. 

Advanced Placement Upcoming Dates 

Deadline for submitting requests for testing accommodations for students with disabilities: February 23rd 

Priority Deadline to order AP Exams: March 30th 

Please have your AP teachers complete the very short, instructional resources survey at:  

AP Instructional Resources Survey   

 

https://www.marketplace.org/2018/01/19/education/college-credit-high-school-all-rage-whats-payoff
https://livesisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sstall_sisd_net/EbEAONLgoxNKgPU-ji1m3oAB9hOkHDymUzl54NHZB93j6Q?e=MlsmFH
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0oNUtgt82UqBujcWpDOWbbYPhI8YyzFAqLX_hdAPpIVUQU5DU0dGR1I0QVFaWDFYVjJCRlEwWDFKOS4u
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Advanced Academics 

Academic Competitions 

DI Upcoming Dates 

February 6, 2018 – DI Team Manager Meeting 

February 24, 2018 – SaYes DI Regional Tournament 

Team Managers should create a team information sheet that 

will help guide visitors that may need to locate your team(s).  

 

Make sure to have all documents that are needed at registration: 
 Media Release – 1 for every team member and team manager (Located on the SaYes Website) 

 Medical Release – 1 for every team member and team manager (Located on the SaYes Website) 

 Tournament Data Forms – 5 copies 

 Declaration of Independence Form – 2 Copies 

 Expense Report Form – 1 Copy 

UIL Upcoming Dates 
February 10, 2018 – CX Debate 

February 19, 2018 – UIL Coordinator’s Meeting ES and MS 

 

SISD is hosting the Regional UIL 2017-2018 Cross Examination  

Debate (1-5A, 2-5A, & 1-6A) 

Thank you to Capt. Walter E Clarke Middle School for hosting our 

event on February 10, 2018.  We will be hosting teams from EPISD, 

SISD, and, YISD.  

 

UIL Coordinator’s Meeting ES and MS: February 19, 2018  
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Bilingual Buzz 

Upcoming PD’s: 

Date 
Starting 

Time 

Ending 
Time 

Title Audience Location 

2/13/2018 5:00 pm 6:00 pm High School ESL Teacher Meeting HS ESL Teachers 
DSC  
Room A 

2/13/2018 8:00 am 11:30 am 
LPAC Initial Annual Training                         
(New LPAC Administrators)  
am session 

New LPAC Administrators 
DSC Bilingual/
ESL Conference 
Room 

2/13/2018 12:30 pm 4:00 pm 
LPAC Initial Annual Training                         
(New LPAC Administrators)  
pm session 

New LPAC Administrators 
DSC Bilingual/
ESL Conference 
Room 

2/15/2018 8:00 am 3:00 pm Title III Instructional/LPAC Aides 
Title III Instructional Aide/LPAC 
Aides 

DSC  
Room AB 

2/19/2018 8:00 am 11:30 am 
LPAC Monthly Meeting                       
(SPED/LEP Training Part I)  
am session 

LPAC Campus Administrators 
DSC  
Room A 

2/19/2018 12:30 pm 4:00 pm 
LPAC Monthly Meeting                       
(SPED/LEP Training Part I)  
am session 

LPAC Campus Administrators 
DSC  
Room A 

2/22/2018 4:00 pm 6:00 pm Prek-K ESL Academy Training PreK-K ESL Academy Teachers EDC 

Director’s Scoop:  

Nearpod for ELs (English Learners) 

Thank you to all of the Administrators, Teachers and Staff who attended the EL Nearpod Workshop. 

Please keep in mind that Bilingual/ESL teachers should be using Nearpod lessons at least 3 times a week.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our department for support. 

 

 Milestones for Expenditures of Bilingual Funds 

A reminder that 80% of your allotted bilingual funds shall be spent by February, 2018.  

As noted in the Bilingual/ESL manual milestones (pg.143) and campus  

evaluation (pg.23). Keep in mind that our department is always available to  

suggest effective expenditures on classroom resources.  In order for any  

technology requisitions to be considered, they must include the updated  

technology form and a class roster. 

 

 SIOP campus training 

Thank you to all of the campuses that have been providing SIOP training.   

As noted in the Bilingual/ESL manual (pg. 23), two questions specifically address SIOP trainings.  

Our department is always ready to help your campus plan and facilitate the training led by your designated presenter. 
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Bilingual Buzz (cont.) 

 

 

 

PK  / K  ESL ACADEMY 

Submit your                                                  

Letter of Interest by                       
 Friday, February 2nd          

  to Bilingual Department 
Rosemary De La Rosa  

Parentpermissionformsforour SpringPre-KandKinderESLAcademiescanbesenthomewith

students assoonas Friday, February 2nd 

AllESL AcademyinformationandformsareaccessibleonBilingual/ESL Dept.staffnetwebsite.

Afewthingstokeepinmindandsharewithyourteachers: 

 AllBilingualservedPK/Kstudentsareeligibletoparticipateandmustbeinvited. 

 Parentpermissionforms must besentinEnglishandSpanish. 

Non-LEP studentsinbilingualprogramwithparentpermission are not eligible. 

PleasefeelfreetocontactRosemaryDeLaRosa(937-0158;rodelarosa@sisd.net)ifyoushould

haveanyquestionsorconcerns. 

mailto:rodelarosa@sisd.net


Research and Evaluation Dept. 
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SOCORRO ISD 
 

2017-2018 BENCHMARK 
DATES 

 

Spring Benchmark Testing Dates: 
 

 

 

Please contact Research and Evaluation Department if you have any questions.  

Benchmark Dates 2018 Tests to be 
Administered 

Scanning Deadline STAAR Dates 

February 6, 2018 4/7 Writing 

5/8 Math 

English I 

February 20, 2018 

February 13, 2018 

February 20, 2018 

April 10, 2018 

February 7, 2018 5/8 Reading February 14, 2018 April 11, 2018 

February 8, 2018 English II February 22, 2018 April 12, 2018 

February 19, 2018 3/4/6/7 Math 

Algebra I 
February 26, 2018 May 14, 2018 

May 8, 2018 

February 20, 2018 3/4/6/7 Reading 

US History 
February 27, 2018 May 15, 2018 

May 9, 2018 

February 21, 2018 5/8 Science 

Biology 
February 28, 2018 May 16, 2018 

May 10, 2018 

February 20 or 22, 2018 8 Social Studies March 1, 2018 May 17, 2018 



Special Education Department 
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What Teachers Should Know and Do:  

Meet with your General Education Teachers in order to: 

- Interpret the IEP.  

- Review accommodations/modifications/PLAAFPS/

goals and/or objectives/BIPs and any assistive  

technology.  

- Create student/learner profile.  

- Make sure that ARD dates, for the year, are scheduled 

and communicated to the  

appropriate personnel.  

- Draft goals/objectives, which should be provided to 

parents 10 days before the scheduled ARD.   

              TEA 2016 Performance Report 

Just as a reminder, every campus must have a TBSI 

campus core team   

All training dates are currently posted on the Staff 

Development website. Each  training date is  

restricted to ONLY 40 PARTICIPANTS, therefore it is 

best to register early. It is also    recommended that if 

a campus plans to train a large number of people, 

they stagger their staff to attend different training 

dates throughout the year.       

Date Time Title Audience Location 

   February 1st    8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. ULS Special Ed. Teachers     Tech Lab 2nd Floor  

February 20th 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. CPI TBSI Campus Core Teams  TBD 

February 20
th

 8:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Coffee with the Director Parents of Children  

with Disabilities   

TBD 

February 21
st

 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. CPI TBSI Campus Core Teams  TBD 

In honor of School Counselor Week (February 5th-9th),  

I would like to acknowledge the critical role, that you all play, within the Special Education Department. 

Thank you all, for your passion, commitment and most of all, your  undying work ethic, to all of our students with special needs.  

Without a doubt, you are all vital members of the Socorro ISD Special Education Department.  

Thank you. 

Richard Ortega M. ED. 

  

  

https://www.esc20.net/upload/page/0435/docs/SE-TESS.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.sisd.net//cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/54/2016%2520Federal%2520Performance%2520Report.pdf


State and Federal Programs 
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STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS 

H.A.N.D.S. Program 

According to the Texas Education Agency, Texas school districts are trying to educate 

more than 111,000 homeless children each year, and almost 16,000 of these homeless 

Texas youth are “unaccompanied” by an adult. Federal and state laws protect the 

rights of homeless children and youth to receive a free and appropriate public  

education. The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act, 

which was originally signed into law in 1987 and was expanded in 2001, governs the  

education of homeless students.  The McKinney-Vento Act is used to facilitate  

enrollment, attendance, and success in education for our homeless  

students, as they must be given the opportunity to meet the same academic  

achievement standards all students are expected to meet. 

As you may know, our district created the acronym H.A.N.D.S. 

(Helping the Academic Needs of Displaced Students) to assist in alleviating any  

stigmatism that any SISD students and their families may experience due to loss of  

housing and the economic hardships associated with becoming homeless.  

The H.A.N.D.S Program strives to ensure that students who experience homelessness 

have minimal gaps in their education by ensuring immediate enrollment and school  

stability.  

Currently, nearly 550 students in SISD have been coded as homeless and are being 

served accordingly. District and campus staff work diligently and collaboratively on a 

regular basis to ensure that homeless students are properly identified and receiving  

appropriate services. 

 

Click here for more information www.theotx.org 

 

http://www.theotx.org


 

 

ACADEMIC SERVICES  

Address: 

Phone:915-937-0000 

12440RojasDrive 

POBox292800 

ElPaso,Texas79928 

 

Phone: 


